Writing  Poems a` la.

Activity 1 – Learning Background Information 

Learn about  transcendential literature .

                                        Transcendentialists.
      In the 1830s and 1840s Boston and its neighbouring towns and villages were filled with intellectual excitement and activity. Among the young intellectuals there was much talk about the new spiritual era. They were dissatisfied with the old patriotism, America’s power and wealth didn’t interest them. They wanted to explore the inner life. In the centre of this activity were the Transcendentialists. Transcendentialist is one who believes that man can find truth through his own feelings. The Transcendentialists  found God everywhere in man and nature. Nature itself was their Bible. Birds, clouds, trees and snow had a special meaning for them. Transcendentialists formed two groups : those interested in social reform and those ( Emerson and Thoreau) who were more interested in the individual. In 1836 Emerson published “Nature”, in which he stated that man’s relationship with nature transcends the idea of usefulness. There were other, less important Transcendentialist poets and writers. Emily Dickinson is often classified as one of the Transcendentialists. Her most important guide was the philosophy of Emerson. She made “the search for faith”- one of the great themes of her work. Her poetry is filled with images and themes taken from Emersons’ essays, but she gives them a new and exciting interpretation. 

Activity 2 – Preparatory Reading and Discussion

Read Emily Dickinson’s poem “Fame”

                       Fame
        Fame is a bee.

        It has a song  - 

        It has a sting – 

        Oh, too, it has a wing.

1.What do you think Emily Dickinson is trying to say to her readers?

2. How would you interpret Fame’s “song”, “ sting”, “wing”?

Activity 3 – Brainstorming

Write a poem in the same format as Dickinson’s “Fame”. Brainstorm nouns for abstract concepts 

Activity 4 – W riting a` la Emily Dickinson
 Decide which of the possible comparisons between the abstract concept and the concept from the world of nature will make the best poem, and which comparison might be the best for the last line which , like Dickinson’s makes the reader to stop and think. In writing their poems, follow the format below: (You may use is or another verb for has)

------------------is a-----------------

It has a------------------------------

It has a------------------------------

Oh, too, it has --------------------

Activity 5 – Presentation and Evaluation

Presentations of the poems. 

Evaluate your participation in the project

Answer the questions :

1) Was participation in the project interesting for you? Why/ why not?

2) Did you experience any difficulties while doing it?

3) What changes might be introduced into the project from your point of view?
Students’ Poems
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           Love        


Love is snow


It comes suddenly


It is bright and shiny


Oh, too, it can melt


         Anna Sladkova











                Life        


     Life is a zebra


     It has white stripes


     It has black stripes


 Oh, too, it can pass by very quickly


                         Yulia Lezova





             Love


Love is a brook


It may be deep


It may be shallow


Oh, too, it may be underground


                  Yulia Egorova





         Happiness


Happiness is a butterfly


It has bright wings 


It’s very light


Oh, too, it can fly into 


                                the sky


               Polina Lyuzina


 








  Love


Love is a flame


It can warm 


It can fade


Oh, too, it can burn


    


    Kseniya Golovkina





            


Friendship








Friendship is a dog


It has fidelity


It has teeth


Oh, too, it has fleas


       Kira Grigoryeva








